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Goumi was not there. Kdtagani advanced straight to Colonel Munro. 

PP!llfi£j 



r”riHHHL 

IIJR 



CLASSICS, 









nil 
SSH5" 1=5 

Pi iai 
7/te next day the party left for Bombay by train. pi i 

1 



m 
m

m
im

 



Who Knows? 
A short story by Guy de Maupassant 



THE SEPOY REVOLT 

lated in Calcutta, while thirty millio- 
hyman beings were reduced to the 
last extremity of wretchedness. They 
had been accustomed to live under 
t^-anny^but never under tyranny' 

In this way, a British writer de¬ 
scribed the conditions in India under 
the rule of the British East India 
Company. The company began as a 
trading firm in the early seventeenth 
century. India was then divided up 
into several states. 

At first, the British gained the 
right to trade. But as Indian politics 
became more and more complicated, 
the company started taking sides. 
By the nineteenth century, the com¬ 
pany ,had become the greatest single 
power in India. It issued coins, or¬ 
ganized a postal service, built rail¬ 
ways, roads and telegraph systems, 
and set taxes. It organized an army 
in Which more than half of the troops 
were native Indians. 

But the peoples of India resented 
the way the British East India Com- 

vpany was slowly taking over one 
state after another. The heavy taxes 
and low wages made living difficult. 
Many people feared that the British 
would force them to convert to 
Christianity. 

Almost all Indians were either 
Hindu or Moslem. Many of them felt 
that the company passed laws de¬ 
signed to make them sin against 
their religion. The British governors, 
who never consulted the Indians, did 
not know how strong feelings were. 

Then, in 1857, new rifles were is- 

anyki id Moslems are forbi 
it pork, some Sepoys refus 
the rifles. Rioting broke c. 

Meerut in May, 1857. 
At that time, there were only a few 

units of British troops in the area, 
and the revolt spread. But the Sepoys • 
had no single purpose and no leaders 
who could command them. 

Nana Sahib was the adopted son of 
a riller who had been pensioned off 
by the British. The British refused to 
recognize his rights to his adopted 
father’s pension, so Nana Sahib sided 
with the rebels. He commanded some 
of the rebel forces for a while. He was 
one of the few leaders of the revolt 
who avoided capture by the British. 

There was much cruelty oh both 
sides. The British were determined 
to crush the revolt, and some com¬ 
manding officers ordered thousands 
of innocent villagers to be slain. At 
Kanpur, several hundred European 
men, women and children were killed 
by the rebels. Nana Sahib Was in 
charge of the rebel force at Kanpur, 
but it is not known whether he ap- 

Most of the fighting took place in 
the northeast of present-day India. 
By June, 1858, the British had de¬ 
feated the main force of the mutiny.. 

British public opinion was greatly 
disturbed by the revolt. The power of 
the British East India Company waB 
abolished by act of Parliament, and 
on November 1,1858, Queen Victoria 
proclaimed that India would be under 
the supervision of the British govern¬ 
ment. The proclamation declared that 
“all shall alike enjoy the equal and 
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Within four years of Frederick's coronation, order had been restored in Germany. The Emperor's 
power came to be respected throughout his lands. In U84, when Frederick's two aider sons were 
knighted, thousands of knights and princes attended the splendid ceremony to honor the Emperor. 

In ii87, Jerusalem fell to the Turks. Frederick 1 1 At the head of bn army of twenty thousand 
decided to go on a Crusade to recapture the city. | | knights, Frederick left the city of Regens- 

The Crusaders suffered many hardships. Bands 
of Turkish raiders cut off supplies, so the men 

Finally, Frederick's army captured the cdpitdi 
city of one of the western Turkish provinces. 
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